------------------Chapter  4 ------------------

LENIN  AND   THE  SOVIETS   TAKE  POWER

IT was at this time that Lenin (who had previously been in
exile abroad) returned to Russia Lenm was born in 18 7o
in the provincial town of Simbirsk on the river Volga, the
son of a physics master in a neighbouring school who ^as
later made a Government education inspector, his mother
being the daughter of a country doctor During his first
term at the University of Kazan he was rusticated by order
of the police for taking part in a students' political meeting
Six years later (m 1893) he moved to St Petersburg, the
capital, at the university of which he took a degree in law
which enabled him to practise as a barrister But his chief
occupation in these years was to help to organise the small
secretly meeting socialist groups which existed at the time
into a united and disciplined party, which was to become
the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party In par-
ticular, he was keen about carrying on agitation and work
of political education among the factory workers of the
capital For these activities he was exiled by the Govern-
ment to Siberia with his wife From there he escaped a
few years later and came to western Europe, for a time living
in London, where the newspaper he helped to edit was
published (It was called Iskra (the Spark), and, printed
abroad, it was smuggled into Russia and secretly distributed
under the noses of the Tsar's police ) During the revolu-
tion of 1905 he returned to Russia, but had to flee abroad
again when the revolution was suppressed About this
time important differences of policy caused Lenm to form
his own group within the Social Democratic Labour Party,
with a newspaper of its own This group was known as the
Bolsheviks (from the Russian word for " majority,"
because of a division that appeared in the old Social Demo-
cratic Labour Party at its Congress in 1903) and the rival
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